September, 2018

Back To School Newsletter
Welcome back, students, staff, and parents to another great opportunity at Southside. It
feels outstanding to have the smog gone and all of our students attending school. Thank you
families for making school a priority. Two of the largest factors that affect students’ success
in school are attendance and positive relationships. On behalf of Southside staff, we are
ready and looking forward to an exceptional year with all of our students.
Family support for students in their education is important. We want to maintain open lines
of communication with our families. Please feel free to give us feedback throughout the
year. You can stop by, make an appointment, call, or communicate via email. Your input is
important. Additional ways that we are attempting to communicate with our families and
community include information on our website, auto-emails, items posted on our reader
board, at parent meetings with booster club or “Pastries for Parents” meetings, newsletters,
and via notes sent from school.
Working together is one focus for Southside as we address our building and district goals
(found on our website) and we hope that students, families, and community will collaborate
with us in this effort. Southside staff attended a professional development day that focused
on the power of working together. We are all here for the same purpose and by working together, we provide stability for our students and their families. We want all of our students to
feel safe, valued, and confident in their ability to learn.
Your involvement makes a difference. There are numerous ways that you can be involved at
Southside. Here are a few:




Volunteer in the classroom, lunchroom, or at recess.
Assist with field trips.
Read regularly with your child or discuss the school day with him/her






Collect and submit “Box Tops for Education.”
Communicate with staff regarding school related issues.
Provide assistance during an afterschool program.
Support Booster Club and ASB activities





Complete and turn in the Kudos, Questions, and Concerns forms to office with input.
Attend a “Pastries for Parents” meeting to get updates and connect with administration.
Serve on committees such as highly capable, Title/LAP, curriculum, school improvement, and safety.

Additional ways that our parents and community have assisted include leading a school improvement project, fundraising for a specific item, assisting at concerts with our sound system, etc. We’re open for suggestions and appreciate your assistance.
Let’s make this another amazing year at Southside.

Dates to Remember
September 19th
Pastries with Parents
8:10-8:30a.m. Library

September 27th
Picture Day

September 28th
Early Release
12:00 p.m.

October 5th -19th
Believe Fundraiser (ASB)

Oct. 26th
Early Release 12:00p.m.

Oct 29th- Nov. 2nd
Conference Week
12:00p.m. Release

November 8th
Picture Retakes

November 21st
Early Release 12:00p.m.

November 22nd - 23rd
Thanksgiving Break

Capital Project Changes for Southside
If you’ve been at Southside during early September, you have probably noticed changes in the
property next to the parking lot. Additional parking will be coming to fruition. We will be forwarding information regarding drop off and parking in the near future. We are also looking to protect
Southside and our kids by adding fencing. Safety is an on-going topic at Southside and these are
just a few of the obvious steps that we are taking to increase safety and address our growing
needs. Look for all of this to be completed this year. Other items being examined are improved
lighting and increased security systems

Lunch Time Adjustments
Adjustments have been made to our
lunch schedules.



Our 4th-7th graders will now have
lunch/recess from 11:00-11:35
a.m.



Kindergarten through 3rd grade
will have lunch from 11:20-11:55
a.m. All students will begin with
eating lunch. This adjustment
gives all of our students an opportunity for additional time to
eat, if desired.

Blue and/or White
Friday Spirit Days
Southside started a new tradition a
couple of years ago that all students
can participate in. Staff and students
are invited to show their school spirit
on Fridays by wearing Blue and/or
White, Southside colors. ASB usually
invites students to participate in other spirit days throughout the year.
This is just one more way to be connected to the school. We’re looking
forward to carrying this tradition forward.

Safety Plans
Southside, Mason County Sheriff, and
Fire District 4 work hand in hand to keep
Southside safe. MCSO Ryan Spurling and
Casey Salisbury made a visit to Southside
to discuss any safety needs, working together on upcoming drills, and safety
suggestions for Southside. This is the
third visit by Mason County Sheriff since
the start of the school year. We have also
received a call from Fire District 4, anxious to visit the school. We are fortunate
to live in such a responsive community.
Southside will continue practicing our
monthly safety drills including 1-2 that
will be coordinated with the sheriff and
fire departments.

New Math Curriculum Rolling
Out Smoothly
Southside staff have attended two staff
development days already on our newly
adopted curriculum and will have additional
trainings in the near future. So far, it appears as though staff and students are managing the change. We are excited about this
curriculum as it is rated in the top curriculums available for a variety of purposes including addressing all standards, providing
exemplary diagnostic information, teacher
and student friendly, and rigor. We are
open for any feedback regarding how our
students are doing with their new math
curriculum in comparison to how they have
responded in the past.

Contribution to School Success
The family is the child’s first teacher. Good behavior habits and positive attitudes towards school begin at home. Parents/Guardians can
contribute to their child’s success in school by:


Ensuring prompt and regular school attendance and complying
with attendance rules and procedures.



Talking with your child daily about school activities and taking an
active interest in their assignments.



Provide a regular time and place for homework assignments.



Teaching the child about respect for the law, those in authority,
the rights of others, and for private and public property.

Reminders:


All visitors must check-in with the office.



There is No Parking in the Drop off/Pick up loop.

