In the event of an emergency at Southside, it is
important to know the reasoning behind it and
the terms associated with it.
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Evacuation

In case of a
school emergency:

Activation examples: fire, earthquake

DO keep your phone/
computer close to receive email notifications from
the Southside School District.

Evacuation is an emergency response when a
building needs to be vacated and students and
staff are moved to a new location.

Shelter-in-Place
Shelter-in-Place is an emergency response when
students and staff stay inside the building with
doors and windows closed.
Activation examples: chemical spills, extreme weather
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Your Role

Modified Lockdown *

DO listen for official information regarding
reunification with your child.
DO tune to local radio
(1030 KMAS) for alerts
but rely on official communication from the school and
law enforcement.

Modified Lockdown is an emergency response to
an actual or potential (non-imminent) threat outDO NOT rush to the
side the building. Exterior doors and windows are
school. Your presence
locked, no one is allowed in or out of the building. could interfere with the emerActivation examples: animals on campus or nearby,
gency responders.
criminal activity in the general area
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Lockdown *
Lockdown is an emergency response to an actual
or imminent threat inside the school or on/near
campus; students and staff are moved to secure
areas. Depending on the circumstances they may
use run/hide/fight alternative options. No one is allowed in or out of the building.
Activation examples: hostage incident, active shooter

* Performed in collaboration with law enforcement

DO NOT call your child
or the school. Staff and
students are discouraged from
using phones for safety
reasons. Silence during major
events may save lives.

Your Role
In case of a school emergency
In a school emergency the first instinct as a parent is to pick
up the telephone and start calling the school or to rush to
the school to pick up your child. The truth is, this only complicates matters from a safety and security point of view and
can hinder attempts of first responders or even put yourself
at risk.

Reuniting with
your child/children
In the event of an emergency, parents and guardians will be
directed by the school or public safety officials via phone,
email or social media to their child’s specific location. Students will only be released to adults who are listed as emergency contacts. The reunification process can be time consuming so we ask that you be patient during this time. Your
child will continue to be under the supervision of school district staff until they are released to you.

How you can help
1
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Ensure the school has up-to-date information including
phone numbers, email and address, for you and ALL
emergency contacts. We use this information to contact you.

When and why are
students and staff
asked to go into
modified lockdown,
lockdown,
shelter-in-place or
evacuate?
A school crisis can take a
number of different forms
including environmental
events such as a chemical
spill or gas leak; a weather
emergency such as a blizzard or lightning; or an intruder in or near the
school.

The nature of a school crisis dictates whether school
officials will put in place a
Have an emergency contact in place and listed on your
modified lockdown, lockchild’s record in the event you are unavailable for pick
down, shelter-in-place,
up if there is unplanned early dismissal.
evacuation of any combination of these protocols,
Know that the district, school administrators and law
enforcement are the only official sources of information as a means to ensure the
safety and well being of
in a school emergency.
students and staff.

