Southside Spring Newsletter
Southside Students, Families, Staff and Community Members,
A little over a year ago, the impact of the world wide pandemic hit Washington state, fast and furiously taking unsuspecting
victims. Life as we knew it was turned completely upside down. Schools were shut down within two days creating havoc for
many families scrambling for childcare. What have we learned since the onset of this crisis? Hopefully we have gained the
knowledge that working together will give us greater strength and support and that we can employ our creative problem solving skills to come up with reasonable solutions. Folks, we are withstanding this storm and can see some glimmers of in-

creased hope with improving statistics and advances in medicine. I truly believe that with tenacity, we will be able to look
back and sigh some sense of relief. It will still be up to us to listen to the experts and determine how best to keep moving forward for the sake of all.
At Southside, as of March 1, there are 174 out of 200 students who are participating in a hybrid model. The hybrid model
can’t replace the support that staff are able to provide in a 5 day week but we have already seen great overall gains in student
participation. Southside staff have been able to create hard copy learning packets as well as utilizing our newly purchased
curricula for online options. Southside was also fortunate to complete a 1:1 student/technology ratio. There are still a few
families that struggle with connectivity issues. We hope that in the near future, this will not be an issue for any of our fami-

lies. The next window of opportunity to increase our hybrid option is April 12.
Prior to last year if someone would have said that someone was zooming, I would have guessed that they were speeding down
the road. Now, I know it to be a communication option that has tremendously impacted our world of communication with
students, families, and community. We must be grateful for all of the folks in technology that afford us the opportunity to
connect with others.
Impressive is the word that comes to mind when I think of all of the moving parts that have come together to help create a
safe environment that is allowing learning to be an option. The partnerships that have been bonded such as those between the
feds, state, and local communities. The support that schools have received for personal protective equipment, the medical
guidance and protocols from experts, and the easing of requirements to allow schools to support all families with food are just
a few examples of entities supporting schools and our community.
The Southside website, southsideschool.org, is a site that has many community resources and links for Covid updates. We
hope that our families and community members find this useful. This newsletter will also offer some suggested behaviors and
activities for all. Keep reading for more useful information.
A special thank you to all of our community partners that have supported schools and our community during this crisis.
Stay safe and healthy!

Doris Bolender
Principal/Superitendent
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Emergency Information
At Southside, students participate in multiple safety drills throughout the year. These can

Dates to Remember

range from walking through procedures with a teacher, to whole school drills. We practice
Evacuation, Shelter in Place, Modified Lockdown and Full Lockdown Drills.

Mar. 29th - April
2nd
Conference
Week Early

In the event of an emergency, please be sure to keep your phone or computer close so you
can receive notifications from the district, tune to local radio (1030 KMAS) for official
communication from the school district or law enforcement.

Release
There are several ways families can help during an emergency. First, have emergency con-

April 5th - 9th
Spring Break
No School

tacts in place in the event you are unavailable to pick up your child. Second, be sure the
school has up to date information for all emergency contacts. Next, know that the district
and law enforcement are the only official sources of information in a school emergency. Finally, wait for communication from the district or law enforcement regarding reuniting with your child(ren) before coming to the school.
For more information on school safety and emergency information, please visit our website
and click on Emergency Info. under the Quick Links to view the Emergency Information
Guide.

7th Grade Promotion Update
Seventh Grade Families:
As a middle school team, we wanted to keep you in the loop with regard to upcoming promotional planning and related 7th grade activities. First, we wanted to reassure you that a promotional ceremony will in fact take place this
year. However, due to Covid-19, we don’t know exactly what that may look like (at least at this point). Administra-

tion is awaiting additional state guidelines that will help them decide upon specifics. With this in mind, the hope is
that the middle school team will have more information following spring break.
Typically following the school sponsored ceremony, Parents have planned their own non-school sponsored celebratory activity such as renting the drive-in theater, reserving a park, etc and planning activities based on the site reserved. Other considerations that some of the parents have done included planning early for a 7th grade t-shirt, finding volunteers to make boutonnieres, planning and preparing food for the class, as well as decorating for the celebration. The Celebration after the ceremony is a parent hosted event.
Thank you for your patience and support. We earnestly look forward to planning with you soon regarding promo-

tion.
Kindest regards,
The Southside Middle School Team
(Ms. Tahja, Mr. Burris, Mr. Hanson, Mr. Ness, and Mr. Meyer)
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Maximizing our Hybrid Learning Model
Hard to believe we have been in our Hybrid Model for almost 8 weeks. At this time, everyone is getting comfortable with the routines and
procedures we have all put in place. However, we are always looking for ways to maximize student learning and I feel now is a good time
to review some of the important components that ensure our kids get the most out of both their on campus and independent learning days.
If we want to maximize student learning, we need to do the following:
For Hybrid Students:
1. Be at school on your in-person days. (Please try and schedule appointments for your child's independent learning days)
2. Be on time.


Students eating breakfast on campus should arrive between 7:50 & 8:00



Students eating at home should arrive between 8:00 & 8:10



All students should be in their classrooms ready to learn by 8:13

3. Get plenty of sleep. (Even though kids are only here 2 days, they need a routine that makes it easy for them to get up and be awake in
class on their hybrid days)
4. Complete independent work sent home. This includes attending Drop-In Zooms if students are struggling with ANY of their work. The
work sent home with kids solidifies the concepts taught while in class. Without the follow-up at home student learning is incomplete.
For Remote Only Students:

1. Attend ALL Wednesday zoom sessions. Students receive all their instruction during these zoom sessions. If missed it is very difficult
for them to learn concepts being taught.

2. Attend Drop-In zoom sessions as needed for additional instruction or support.
3. Have a specified workspace. This helps students stay organized and focused on learning.
Pick up packets and return completed work each week. Teachers need to see the work students are doing to give them feedback and determine if more support is needed.
I hope this information helps teachers, students, and families maximize student learning during this difficult and challenging time.
From Mrs. Spaulding

“The beautiful thing about learning is that no one can take it away from you” – B. B. King.

Hi-Cap Update...
Here at Southside, our on-line math curriculum, i-Ready is designed with embedded enrichment activities based upon diagnostics. Our reading curriculum addresses students' needs through differentiated instruction.
Hi-Cap students will soon be meeting in small groups to maintain Southside rain gardens as well as
our animal shelters in Bobcat Canyon. We look forward to getting back to some normalcy.
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Attendance

ASB Update

Your child's education and attendance is of the ut-

Our next ASB project...
ASB is currently working on a Southside Cookbook.
Students are encouraged to submit their favorite family
recipes. Talk to your student to find out how to be a
part of this exciting endeavor!

most importance to us. It's important that we are notified ASAP if your child will not be attending
school due to an illness, medical appointments, etc.
We appreciate your cooperation in this matter.
Thanks from the Office Staff

Food Drive
ASB is happy to report that our February Food Drive
was a success... Several boxes of non-perishable food
items were collected and donated to Saints Pantry in
Shelton. A BIG THANK YOU TO OUR AWESOME
BOBCAT COMMUNITY, we couldn't have done it
without you!!!

“A person who never made a mistake never tried anything new." ~ Albert Einstein ~

Mr. Baker 4th grade Salmon project
In coordination with the Hood Canal Salmon Enhancement Group, Mr. Baker’s 4th grade
class has been growing salmon in their classroom! Every year, from November through
March, we have the opportunity to watch and listen to HCSEG educators give three enlightening presentations about the stages, habitats, and habitat issues of salmon. By January of the school year, Mr. Baker’s class tank gets a delivery of Chum salmon eggs from the HCSEG. We raise the salmon
first from egg stage; then to alevin; and finally, fry stage. The water has to be just right: we keep it at around 48 degrees,
always pH balanced, and with an adequate amount of bubbles. Once the salmon develop into fry stage, we feed them fish
food until they are strong enough for release into Purdy Creek, near the George Adams Hatchery for the continuation of

their life cycle. We are pleased to announce the successful release of our salmon there on Tuesday, March 9 th, 2021! We
were able to safely take a field trip in person to do this! Our hope is that the Chum salmon population will continue to
grow and thrive for optimal ecological enhancement on many levels, including the many other species of animals that
depend on them. This has been a very healthy, educational, rewarding, and super-enjoyable lived experience for us as
learners. We are always cultivating great respect and appreciation for environmental and biological science as well as ecological preservation. We would like to send a big thank you to the Hood Canal Salmon Enhancement Group as well to the
George Adams Hatchery!
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