
Southside School Newsletter 
Winter 2023 Edition 

Dates to Remember: 

February 16 - ASB Spirit “Giddy-Up Day!”  

Feb 17 - No School, Staff  Training 

Feb 20-21 - No School, Mid Winter Break 

Mar 6 - 9:45am Late Start 

Mar 10 - 3rd Trimester Begins 

Mar 17 - 12:00pm Early Release 

Mar 20 - 9:45am Late Start 

Mar 23 - Spring Picture Day 

Mar 27-31 - 12:00pm Early Release for 
Spring Conferences 

Apr 3-7 - No School, Spring Break 

Dear Southside School District Families and Community, 
 

Winter 2023 is here. And, although it may be cold outside,       
students and staff remain warmly connected to learning and 
achieving at Southside. 

We are proud of our 120-year history of educating 
Southside students as a public school!  We continuously 
strive to keep every child safe and learning.  All of our 
adults believe that all students who cross our threshold 
are capable of success, no exceptions. 

YOUR LOCAL LEVY DOLLARS ARE HARD AT WORK!  
Thank you for passing the EP&O Levy last November.  Fact: Our 
Southside community pays lower tax rates than the Shelton 
School District for Educational Operations and Programs.  Since 
November, levy dollars paid for heating, lighting, insurance, fire 
alarm repairs, a winter concert, art supplies, physical education 
curriculum, cleaning supplies, continuing educational assistants, 
office staff, technology and custodial staff.  We received a grant 
from PUD3 to offset the cost of our parking lot lighting (which 
must stay on all night for safety and security reasons). 

LOCAL HOUSING DEVELOPMENT— A 196 single-family      
housing project is in the proposal stage for the Southside area        
between Dickinson Rd. and Walker Park. We are working closely 
with experts from Shelton City Planning Office to mitigate the 
impact of a large housing development on our small K-7 school. If 
the project moves forward, we will inform the community of    
possible impacts on facilities and enrollment. More information 
will come in our spring newsletter. 

SOUTHSIDE WEBSITE— We encourage you to take a test 
drive on our Southside website at www.southsideschool.org.  Our 
site has historical information as well as current programs,     
policies, operations and future aspirations for our students.  We 
encourage you to review the district’s strategic plan, which guides 
how we use our federal funds in providing learning recovery after 
Covid-19.   

SOUTHSIDE BOARD OF DIRECTORS— We currently have 
an open position for the Board. Please feel free to contact me if 
you are interested in serving as a Board member.   

We look forward to continuing our partnerships with families,          
businesses and the community.  Please feel free to contact me for   
information, questions or concerns. GO BOBCATS! 

Paul Wieneke, Superintendent 

pwieneke@southsideschool.org  

Car Passenger Safety 

Washington’s Child Restraint Law helps 
ensure you are correctly using the right seat 
for your child’s age and size. Here are a few 
important points to remember in order to 
keep your child safe: 
· Children up to age 2 must be properly 

secured in a rear-facing seat. 
· Children 2-4 years must ride in a car 

seat with harness. 
· Children 4 and older must ride in a car 

or booster seat until they are 4’9” tall (or 
age 8). 

· Children over 4’9” tall must be secured 
by a seat belt. 

· Children up to age 13 must ride in the 
back seat when practical to do so. 

ASB Update 

ASB has some fun and exciting events coming 
soon....we are looking forward to a Middle 
School Dance as well as an Ice Cream Social 
for grades K-4.  

Southside students continue to 
show their Bobcat spirit. Our next 
Spirit Day is Feb 16th and will be 
"Giddy-Up" Day!   

Terry Tyler, ASB Advisor 



4th Grade Salmon Project 

In coordination with the Hood Canal Salmon Enhancement 
Group, Mr. Baker’s 4th grade class has been growing salmon in 
their classroom! Every year, from November through March, we 
have the opportunity to watch and listen to HCSEG educators 
give three enlightening presentations about the stages, habitats, 
and habitat issues of salmon. By January of the school year, Mr. 
Baker’s class tank gets a delivery of Chum salmon eggs from the 
HCSEG. We raise the salmon first from egg stage; then to      
alevin; and finally, fry stage. The water has to be just right: 
around 48 degrees, always pH balanced, and with an adequate 
amount of bubbles providing oxygen for the fish. Once the     
salmon develop into fry stage, we feed them fish food until they 
are strong enough for release into Purdy Creek, near the George 
Adams Hatchery for the continuation of their life cycle. Our   
release date of salmon for this year will be in March.  

We are very excited! Our hope is that the Chum salmon popula-
tion will continue to grow and thrive for optimal ecological     
enhancement on many levels, including the many other species 
of animals that depend on them. This has been a very healthy, 
educational, rewarding, and super-enjoyable lived experience for 
us as learners. We are always cultivating great  respect and   
appreciation for environmental and biological science as well as 
ecological preservation.  

We would like to send a big thank you to 
the Hood Canal Salmon Enhancement 
Group and the George Adams Hatchery! 

Principal’s PAWSitive Happenings 

Wow, February already! We are back in full learning mode following our Winter Break. Teachers and staff continue 
to work hard to meet the needs of all our students. We just completed our Winter Diagnostics and the results are 
very strong. Most of our students are showing significant growth in math and reading. 

Our daily Bobcat Building (Social Emotional Learning time) and WIN (What I Need) reading and math times       
provide students with challenges and/or supports that are allowing them to grow socially and academically.  

If you walk around campus, you will hear and see students discussing math problems, describing the plot of the story 
they are reading, jamming out to music in the lunchroom, participating in an intense yet friendly game of soccer or 
four-square, participating in a science experiment or history presentation, or just enjoying being a Bobcat. 

We still have a lot of work to do before June, but I have no doubt that the amazing staff and students at Southside 
will continue to push themselves and others to achieve their full potential.  

Enjoy the transition from winter to spring and don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any questions. 

 
Robie Spaulding, Principal 

Monella and the Tree  
by Cooper R., 5th grade 

One slippery day Monella said, “I don't know 
what to do.” Then she gasped and said, 

”I know what to do. I'm gonna climb a tree. 
Even though it's wet and slippery.” 

So she went to her favorite tree and started 
climbing. When she was half way, she sat on 
a branch. There was a cool view where she 
was sitting. She saw her neighbor's house. 
The sun was setting but it looked like it was 
rising. She thought about climbing down. But 
then she wondered what was at the top. So 
she decided to keep climbing. The bark was 
rough and there were ants crawling           
everywhere.  

When she was almost at the top, she saw 
twigs sticking out a slope. In the tree she 
climbed a bit more. Then she saw an eagle's 
nest. Her eyes saw a big stick but it was    
really an eagle! Monella fell then barely 
caught herself. Everything in her heart fell 
then refilled with fear. It felt like her heart 
stopped then restarted. 

She hurried down the tree yelling and 
screaming. When she was half way down, she 
felt the trees rough bark burning her finger-
tips. And the soft pine branches itching her 
neck. When she was at the bottom she hid for 
a while.    

Then her mom came out of her room and said 
“Are you ok?” Monella tried to hide that she 
was scared. And said  ”Yea “. Her mom sat 
next to her. She hugged Monella. Monella felt 
warm with her mom’s soft touch. 

Our 6th Grade Students “Buddy Reading” 
with our Kindergarteners.  


